IQg                 The Facts About Shakespeare

Of all that insolent Greece or haughty Rome
Sent forth, or since did from their ashes come*

He was not of an age but for all time!

The magnitude of Shakespeare's achievement was thus
enthusiastically proclaimed by the literary dictator of
the time.

From 1628, until the closing of the theaters, the
plays continued favorites on the stage, though they
yielded somewhat in the current taste to the theatrical
successes of Fletcher and Massinger. After 1623, they
continued to be read and admired, as is shown by
the publication of the second and third folios in 1632
and 1663-1664, and by many appreciations, includ-
ing those of D'Avenant, Suckling, the Duchess of New-
castle, and Milton, At the Restoration many of the
plays were at once revived on the stage, and Dry-
den's essay Of Dramatick Poesie (1668) summed up
in a masterly fashion contemporary opinion on Shake-
speare. He is compared with other great dramatists,
and is declared less correct than Jonson and less
popular and modern than Beaumont and Fletcher,
yet is "the man who of all Moderns, and perhaps
Ancient Poets, had the largest and most comprehensive
soul,"

The Restoration was in some doubt about Shake-
speare, for while it found in him much to admire, it
also found much to condemn. His plays now had the
advantage of women actors for the female parts, but